
AWARD WINNING PROJECTS 

2015 Winner - The Parents’ Association of Gurraneasig National School, Kilbrittain, Co. Cork with 
their project  

‘What Parents know that Kids would love to learn’ 
 

 
Purpose of the project: 
To open children’s worlds and minds to different interests and professions. For children to learn 
extracurricular skills and have access to a big group of parents who can and want to teach children fun 
stuff. 
 
Parents get the opportunity to connect with a group of children who are genuinely interested in 
learning from them. 
 
Workshops were organised to take place during the last week before the school summer holidays. 
 
Who needs to be involved? 
Children, parents and teachers. 

How to implement in your school? 

Step 1: The Student Council or if there isn’t a Student Council, children in the school invite parents to 
submit workshop ideas, based on their individual expertise, passions and physical resources. 
Gurraneasig National School Student Council did this by sending out a Flier  



This flier stated the children’s mission: To have even more fun at school during the last week before 
our summer break. ‘That week, we want to learn from you! There are lots of things that you 
(hopefully) know that we would love to learn’.  
 
The flier included a wish list of the things the children would like to learn, but they also wanted the 
parents to come up with other ideas. 
 
Step 2: Parents are given an Activities Form with which to volunteer their skills and knowledge and 
describe the activity they would be willing to teach to children. 
 

 
 
Step 3: Children chose the subjects they were most interested in for workshops. 
 
Step 4: The activities agreed upon for the workshops must be approved by the school and parents for 
safety.  
 
Workshops which were offered by the parents of children in Gurraneasig National School included: 
 How to make a curragh 
 Carpentry skills 



 Screen printing T-shirts 
 How to make a movie from scratch 
 Petrol heads i.e. how engines work 

 
Step 5: The workshops need to be scheduled, in Gurraneasig National School the schedule was drawn 
up by the Student Council with the help of a parent, these workshops took place both on and off the 
school site and lasted for from 1 to 4 hours. 
 
Step 6: Written consent must be given by parents for their children to take part in a workshop. 
 
A teacher must always be present at the workshops. 
 
 


