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Finding a Pre-School Place
WHEN SHOULD I START LOOKING
FOR A PRE-SCHOOL?
Pre-school places are very much in
demand and generally pre-schools start
taking bookings one to two years in
advance of start dates, depending on local
demand which can change from year to
year. If you have a pre-school in mind, give
them a call and ask them when you should
think about booking a place.
Listed below are some practical things you
might like to consider before you decide on
a pre-school.
LOCATION
Think about how you will get your child to pre-school? Whether you walk, cycle, drive or
use public transport it’s important that the location of the pre-school is accessible to
you and suits your family’s needs. Another thing to consider is whether the pre-school
is near the primary school that you would like your child to attend? It may help with your
child’s transition from pre-school to primary school if they have made some friends that
will go to the same school and this is more likely to happen when the pre-school and
primary school are in the same area.
OPENING HOURS
Do the opening hours of the pre-school suit your needs? Pre-school opening hours vary
from service to service, with each pre-school unique in the services and experiences they
offer. Some services offer a choice of either morning or afternoon sessions and other
services may just offer one session each day. Alternatively, there are pre-schools which
operate full-time day-care services, which may offer the option to extend your child’s
attendance. Think about the timing of school runs and work or other commitments you
may have. If you do have other commitments, consider what support you might have

from family, friends or even neighbours who may be happy to help with or share school
runs. Please note that any extra hours outside of the free pre-school scheme that you
request for your child will incur a fee. These fees vary between pre-schools. Each preschool should have their own individual fee list.
YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT –
HOW AND WHAT THEY LEARN
There are a variety of different types of pre-schools throughout Ireland. Some parents
may already have an idea of what type of pre-school they would like their child to
attend, and some prefer to look and see what is on offer. It’s important to keep in mind
though when choosing a pre-school there is usually not just one thing that will give
your child a positive pre-school experience. The quality of the pre-school depends on
the quality of the early learning and care provided and the pre-school environment and
surroundings. Each element should make children feel like that they are loved, valued,
cared for and protected and that they belong, and also that all families are welcomed
and included.
The quality of the
pre-school depends
on the quality of the
early learning and
care provided and the
pre-school environment
and surroundings.

Although pre-schools are not instructed specifically on
what or how to teach children, it is expected that each
pre-school programme will reach a certain set of
standards and learning outcomes for children.
Pre-schools are helped to achieve these standards
with the guidance of Síolta and Aistear which are
explained in a little more detail below.

Síolta, (meaning seeds) is the National Quality Framework
for Early Childhood Education and it is made up of a set of 12 principles. It was
developed to help pre-school services achieve and provide a quality pre-school
experience for children, families and teachers. It supports pre-schools to continuously
build on and improve their practice, looking at for example ‘Parents and Families’ and
‘Rights of the Child’.
Aistear (meaning journey) is the Early Childhood Curriculum Framework for all children
from birth to six years in Ireland. The Framework supports adults to plan for and provide
enjoyable learning experiences for children with the aim of helping children to become
capable and competent learners while having fun. Aistear uses four themes to
describe how children learn and develop, these are,
1 Well-being
2 Identity and Belonging
3 Communicating
4 Exploring and Thinking.
For more information on Síolta and Aistear please see the following link
https://www.ncca.ie/en/early-childhood/aistear

It’s a good idea to arrange to visit a few different pre-schools with your child if
possible. Your local Childcare Committee can provide you with a list of pre-schools in
or around your area. If possible, call the pre-school first and make an appointment for
your first visit so that the pre-school can ensure there is someone who is free to show
you around and answer any questions you may have.
Before you visit the pre-school, have a think about what is
important to you when it comes to your child’s early
education, this may help you think of questions which will
support you to make your pre-school choice. For example,
if outdoor play is important to you then you may want to
choose a pre-school where children spend lots of time
outside learning and playing. Talk to the pre-school teacher
if possible and get a feel for the way that he or she will
interact with you and your child. Have a look at the classroom
walls and hallways, how does it make you feel, is the children’s learning made
visible? You can usually get an understanding of the service by the way they celebrate
and display children’s learning. This is important because when children feel like they
are valued and an important part of their pre-school community they are more likely
to learn and feel good about themselves.
Talk to the pre-school
teacher if possible
and get a feel for the
way that he or she will
interact with you and
your child.
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Please go to the Early Years section on the NPC website www.npc.ie for
information on enrolling in a pre-school and registering on the ECCE scheme.

